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INTRODUCTION 
 

In spring of 2005, the Wyoming Association of Sheriffs 

and Chiefs of Police received grant funding from the 

Wyoming Department of Transportation – Highway Safety 

Program to collect and evaluate alcohol-related arrest data 

in ten counties in Wyoming for a period of six months.  

Although it had long been suspected that alcohol was a 

factor in a large number of custodial arrests in Wyoming, 

reliable data had not been available previously to more 

accurately determine the scope and impact of alcohol on 

crime in this state. 

 

This pilot project was initiated with the expressed purpose 

of formulating effective enforcement strategies aimed at 

reducing the number of alcohol related crimes and traffic crashes in Wyoming.   The data 

collection process has continued since 2005, has been refined and was expanded to 

include data collection in all twenty-three counties in 2006.  The collection of data was 

then extended to a full twelve-month period in 2008.   

 

A sufficient amount of alcohol-related arrest data has now been collected which can be 

analyzed for the purpose of identifying trends in alcohol involvement in crime in 

Wyoming.  Consistent patterns of alcohol involvement for certain crimes are now more 

evident and the times when these crimes are occurring more predictable. 

 

To date, information has been collected from a total of 

80,869 persons who were arrested and subsequently 

detained in a detention facility in Wyoming.  Specific 

information that has been collected during the book-in 

process includes the following: 

 

 Type of offense 

 Whether alcohol or drugs were involved 

 Location of last consumption and point of sale 

 Known blood alcohol content levels for alcohol   

 related arrests; and  

 Demographic information 

 

Although the data fields and the process for collection 

have been standardized and relatively consistent for the past five years, the time periods 

for collection and reporting have not.  This was due mainly to the timing and availability 

of grant funding.  This inconsistency in reporting periods have made it difficult to 

compare statistics from year-to-year, as well as with state traffic crash data.  Beginning 

this year, the collection period has now been standardized and the analysis and report will 

be issued on a calendar year basis – January through December. 




